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Message by Shaku Arthur Kaufmann
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What is a Buddhist to do in December?

It is probably difficult for folks to remember in the midst of the commercial Christmas hy
the sales, and songs on the radio and the shows on TV some of which began before Thank
to remember that we Buddhists have a very important Holiday in Decembeicember &
we celebrateBodhi Day, the day on which Siddhartha Gautama awakened to Enlightenment :
became the Sage of the Shakya Clan or the Shakyamuni Buddha.

After lifetimes of preparation and six years of intensive practice as a monk, he achievet
goal of Enlightenment. He was 35 years old.

Siddharthads accompli shment was not o/nl
each of us. Through his teaching activity he let us know the ways for us to lessen or even g
beyond the sufferings of this world. He spent the rest of his life, 45 years, up until the mom:
his death, teaching us ways in which we too can alleviate our suffering in this human exister
live joyously through his Dharma (teachings).

Yes, | said joyously!

We must remember that the Shakyamuni Buddha was not under any obligatiorHe teact
had reached his goal, he had the answers to his questions. He had moved beyond the worls
suffering and sorrow. He now had access to the Infinite Wisdom/Compassion of Enlightenm
This being the case teuld have just spent the rest of his physical existence exploring his
Enlightenment, however, he also realized that there were those personsdbaeveetaining
Enlightenment and those who were struggling to alleviate their suffering in both the monasti
lay communities. He could not forget those of us who were still suffering and not even kno\
why. The Buddha Dharr{i@achings) can afford us the opportunity to understand our own
natures and the nature of this life we are living. These understandings, in themselves, can t
source of great hope, joy and gratitude.

Siddharthaodés Enlightenment iIs indeed |a
individual or as a family, is up to you. | hope that going to the temple will be part of that
celebration.

oBut Sensei, wh\Wdl asaybuna doubCkhaw,iChristmas ss @ Celebratio
of the birth of Jesus of Nazareth who was the compassionate teacher of the Christian faith.
celebrated by Christians all over the world. Christmas is also celebrated by folks of other fe
and/or folks who are not particularly religious at all.

| think what attracts people to this holiday is the spirit of the day. It is a family type holic
Families who follow the Christian faith, and those who do not, seem to make an effort to con
together to share this time during which tia@yacknowledge and express their love and gratitu
to the members of their families, friendsyodkers, business clients and the people who serve

day in and day out.
Continued on page 4
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Continued from page 1
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Continued from page 3

In other words it is an opportunity to acknowledgentkerelationships and inter
dependencies in which we live. Whether this is done with a gift, a card, or just a cheerful gre
such things can make a personds day a |IJit
Happy Bodhi Day, a Merry Christmas, to our Christian friends and everyone, a Happy Hanuk
to our Jewish friends and a Happy Kwanzaa to our African American friends.

Do not be afraid to share the joy of this season with others. We should not ignore ar
overlook such an opportunity.

As far as Jesus is concerned, one of my
with observing the birth of a great relig
respectfully and with aloha.

So, Happy Bodhi Day, Merry Christmas, Happy Hanukkah, Happy Kwanzaa to all our frie
and neighbors and a very Happy New Year to us all.

Namoamidabutsu
Thank you
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LHM BAZAAR

Saturday, February 23, 2019

we want your GOOD STUFF!

Seeking donations of:

0 Your grandmother’s VINTAGE kimonos and obis

o That Japanese tea set that you've had packed away for 30 years

o Artwork, ceramics, platters, vases, crystal that’s too good to throw out and your
children don’t want

0 Quality never-used or gently-used items that someone else might love to have and
could use (minimum selling price $5)

Donations will be received between January 8 and February 10.

Please call Morton Yamasaki at 245-3869 to arrange a time for someone to receive your
donation. DO NOT drop things off without notice.

The committee will select items suitable for sale. At your request, your items can be
returned to you if unsold. Otherwise, they may be sold at the Bon Dance Country Store.

Food & Baked Goods

Donation requests for ingredients will be in January’s Dharma Wheel newsletter

No donations of prepared foods please

Please say YES when one of the committee members calls you to help with
this Fundraiser. Join in the fun and offer your help or get more information
by calling Morton Yamasaki at 245-3869.
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New Members Welcome
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Fay Tateishi, Jelly Making Instructor
Photos can be found on our websitgw.lihuehongwanjimission.com

5 Wishes Seminar

A special service and workshop was hel d a

speakers for the service and seminar were Rev. Satoshi Tomioka, of Hawaii Island and Ms. |
Young, of the Honpa Hongwanji Compassionate Care Committee. It was a wonderful opport
to think about and discuss OEnd of Lifeo
avoided, this workshop gave the participants the opportunity to think and reflect.
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Shortly after the slaying of 11 people at a Pitt
for Spiritual Living in Kapab6éa was asked this qu
swer: Absolutely not. AWe are all a part of thi
we are part of this tribe and I stand for | ove.

heart. o
About 100 people attended a candlelight vigill

pal Church in Lihue, held to commemorate the 11
Pittsburgh. The goal of the infor mal gat hering| o
press unity with Pittsburgh and with the familie
Feren |l ooked at the 11 candles burning for tiho
honor of these wonderf ul peopl e, | open my dooft
AThis is the time we are needed the most, o0 he §sa
able to say I am | ove. Il am |l ove. 0
The names of the victims were read, one by onej
stood and gathered around the altar, held handsg,
was invited to speak i f they wished. 't turned
control | aws, and another expressing disappointm
tions ranged -hdouurri ncge rtehnneo noyn.e One spoke of rhetor|ic
mo o d . One Jewi sh woman s pokSee noft ihce aarcitn go nasn da nsde e
angry. AThis is not a Christian country, o0 shej|s
Steven Backinoff | ed the group in the song, [AL
sai d. Sally Wi lson, one of the organizers, sald
to see you all here, 0 she said. Wil son recount e
affect everyone. AThis 1 sndt happening somewher
ed at one person, one religion, one faith, arejs
each and every one of wus, 0 Wi lson said.
The Rev. Arthur Kaufmann of Lihue Hongwanj.i Mi § s
somsgreed, hate and ignorance.
Ailf there is going to be peace in this world, 1|f
them, and defeat them to the best of our ability
Altés not that wedre bad people. Webre just huma
APeople are brought up certain wayso, Kauf mann| s
called on the crowd to |l ook for the three poison
they exist. Then, he called on them to do someth
Kauai 6s Jim Jung said people should focus on goo
we can have perfect peace, 0 he said. Jung sai d
them as friends, care for them, be kind. AnShow
Russ Josephson spok®&emitwobiosmodr d@icmgguanamnd a | es
came down to it, Jews stand alone, 0 he said. Th
to thank all of you folks who are not Jewish for
| earned today is, people have to speak up and ¢co
spree of recent shootings, the acts of violence,
son said. ltds not nor mal . AAnd we candét act as
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/ Annual Cleanup Sunday \

December 9 at 8:00 AM
Followed by

GENERAL MEMBERSHIP
MEETING

at about 10:30 AM, following lunch
Election of 2019 Officers & Directors
LHM Social Hall
Chairperson for Cleamp is Glenn Shibuya

t he Dat e!
New Year Party

Save

Sunday January 2

Stay tuned for mor e



